
The Power 
of the Alpenrhein

Living with the largest river of the Alps
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Spezialcharte von dem inneren Theil des Reichs Fürstenthums Liechtenstein, Koleffel, 1756, Zentralbibliothek Zürich



Vue du château et du village de Vaduz, Rheinreise, Louis Bleuler (1772-1850), Sammlung & Schenkung Adulf Peter Goop, Vaduz, LLM



Römerkarte, Stadtarchiv St. Gallen



Wuhrplan Triesen-Wartau, anonymer Kartograph, 1698



Karte veröffentlicht in JBHV, 1982

1790
Agreement between

Liechtenstein and Werdenberg:

300 meter width for the Rhine



Rhein-Correction, Topographische Anstalt Wurster & Co.,1862, Staatsarchiv St. Gallen



1890, Landesverweser Carl von In der Maur

Durch die Hochbauten wurde das Flußbett ungeheuer eingeengt, 

der Wasserspiegel künstlich in die Höhe getrieben, und es 

entwickeln zur Zeit der Hochwässer die Wassermassen eine Gewalt, 

welche stets das Ärgste befürchten lassen. 

Das Wachsen der Sohle ist vorzugsweise wohl darauf zurück-

zuführen, dass in Folge der in Graubünden vorgekommenen 

sinnlosen Abholzungen großer Flächen ungeheure Steingerölls-

maßen in den Rhein gelangen.
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LGU-Mitteilungen, Juni 1982
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Espoo Convention (1991)

Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a 
Transboundary Context 

Environmental threats do not respect national borders. Governments 

have realized that to avert this danger they must notify and consult each 

other on all major projects under consideration that might have adverse 

environmental impact across borders. The Espoo Convention is a key 

step to bringing together all stakeholders to prevent environmental 

damage before it occurs. The Convention entered into force in 1997.



Aarhus Convention (1998)

Convention on Access to Information, 
Public Participation in Decision-Making 
and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters

The Aarhus Convention grants the public rights and imposes on Parties 

and public authorities obligations regarding access to information and 

public participation and access to justice.



Aarhus Convention (1998)

Convention on Access to Information, 
Public Participation in Decision-Making 
and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters

The Aarhus Convention grants the public rights and imposes on Parties 

and public authorities obligations regarding access to information and 

public participation and access to justice.

In force within European Union, not in Switzerland and Liechtenstein

… but indirectly in force via EIA directive

and via legal principles  (equal treatment, reciprocity) 



Alpine Convention (signed 1991, in force 1995-2000)

Water management: the objective is to preserve or reestablish healthy 

water systems, in particular by keeping lakes and rivers free of 

pollution, by applying natural hydraulic engineering techniques and by 

using water power, which serves the interests of both the indigenous 

population and the environment alike;

Energy: the objective is to introduce methods for the production, 

distribution and use of energy which preserve the countryside and are 

environmentally compatible, and to promote energysaving measures.



Water Framework Directive (2000)

The increasing demand by citizens and environmental organisations

for cleaner rivers and lakes, groundwater and coastal beaches is 

one of the main reasons why the Commission has made water protection 

one of the priorities of its work. => New European Water Policy

Getting Europe 's waters cleaner, getting the citizen involved

The concept is based on management by river basin –

the natural geographical and hydrological unit - instead of 

according to administrative or political boundaries.



SEA Directive (2001)
Strategic Environmental Assessment

plans and programmes, which are prepared 

for energy or water management and which 

set the framework for future development 

consent of projects listed in the EIA Directive

Environmental Assessment 

Environmental assessment is a procedure that ensures that the 

environmental implications of decisions are taken into account before the 

decisions are made. 

EIA Directive (1985)
Environmental Impact Assessment

public and private projects, eg.

hydroelectric energy production



SEA Directive (2001)
Strategic Environmental Assessment

Assessment of reasonable alternatives

EIA Directive (1985)
Environmental Impact Assessment

An outline of the main alternatives 

and an indication of the main reasons 

for this choice



EIA Directive (1985)
Environmental Impact Assessment

An outline of the main alternatives 

and an indication of the main reasons 

for this choice

Members of public have access to a review 

procedure before a court of law

SEA Directive (2001)
Strategic Environmental Assessment

Assessment of reasonable alternatives

The public shall be given an early and 

effective opportunity to express their opinion 

before the adoption of the plan or programme



SEA Directive (2001)
Strategic Environmental Assessment

Assessment of reasonable alternatives

The public shall be given an early and 

effective opportunity to express their opinion 

before the adoption of the plan or programme

If a Member State is likely to be affected:

EIA Directive (1985)
Environmental Impact Assessment

An outline of the main alternatives 

and an indication of the main reasons 

for this choice

Members of public have access to a review 

procedure before a court of law

Information & transboundary consultations



“Der Mündungsbereich

wird naturnah ausgebildet.”

EKA, page 399/400

The water mouth will be 

designed close to nature



Das Rheintal vom Blattenberg gegen Süden, links die Mündung der Ill, Aquarellskizze von David Alois Schmidt, um 1825
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No Environmental Impact Assessment

No Assessment of Alternatives

No Participation

Foto: Andrea Matt



Guidance on EIA, Screening, Juni 2001, page 16



Guidance on EIA, Screening, Juni 2001, page 16

Annex III



Screening Check List
…
11. Are there any areas on or around the location which are protected under

international or national or local legislation for their ecological, landscape, cultural or

other value, which could be affected by the project?

12. Are there any other areas on or around the location which are important or sensitive 

for reasons of their ecology e.g. wetlands, watercourses or other waterbodies, the

coastal zone, mountains, forests or woodlands, which could be affected by the project?

13. Are there any areas on or around the location which are used by protected,

important oder sensitive species of fauna or flora e.g. for breeding, nesting, foraging,

resting, overwintering, migration, which could be affected by the project?

…





Projektziele
Hochwasserschutz – ökologischen Zustand verbessern

Neue Nutzungen schaffen, bestehende möglichst erhalten









A Process with an
Openness to its Result









Entwicklungskonzept Alpenrhein 2005, Volksblatt, 4. Juli 2012
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